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CITY CYCLING

CYCLING FOR A BETTER CLIMATE

Since 2008, CITY CYCLING (in German STADTRADELN)
has been inviting local politicians and the public

to cycle for their municipalities. In so doing, they
promote cycling and advocate climate action.
Participating municipalities choose 21 consecutive
days between May and September during which the
campaign is to be implemented. At the end of the
season, the kilometres covered are tallied and the
top municipalities various categories are awarded.
Having begun in Germany, the campaign is now also
popular throughout Luxembourg. More countries are
sure to follow in the years to come.

WANT TO LEARN This campaign is a unique way to promote climate-

MORE? friendly mobility in that it reaches out directly to
members of municipal parliaments, encouraging

Contact them to experience the local cycle path network first

amuno@climatealliance.org any These politicians can then implement specific

) ) improvements based on their experiences, thus mak-
city-cycling.org
tourduduerf.lu ing it easier to travel by bicycle locally.

With its integrated RADar! app, CITY CYCLING also
allows residents to draw attention to problematic or
lacking infrastructure, thus providing local authorities
with a combined communication, planning and public
engagement tool. The ideal instrument for promot-
ing cycling, CITY CYCLING harmonises the interests of
road users with road safety and climate protection.

In 2015, the campaign won the National Energy
Globe Award Germany in 2015. It won the EU’s Sus-
tainable Energy Europe Award in 2011.
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THE COVENANT OF MAYORS FOR
CLIMATE AND ENERGY

BEARING FRUITS

Launched in 2008, the Covenant of Mayors initiative keeps attracting new local
and regional authorities in Europe and beyond. In 2015, the number of signa-

tories rose by 8%- from 6,200 to 6,700. The Covenant of Mayors now covers a
population of more than 210 million inhabitants across 57 countries.

The initiative has also been successful in involving a myriad of stakeholders from
provinces, regions, networks of local authorities, local and regional energy agen-
cies, industry associations and academia. Their number kept growing in 2015,
reaching a total of 366 partners helping signatory cities deliver on their commit-
ments.

In 2015, 5,000 Sustainable Energy Action Plans were submitted by signatory
cities via the Covenant reporting platform, showing that signatories are actually
taking action and delivering on their commitments. A sample of 3,361 Sustain-
able Energy Action Plans (The Covenant of Mayors in Figures and Performance
Indicators: 6-year Assessment, JRC, 2015) shows that signatories have committed
to an average greenhouse gas emission reduction of 28% by 2020 and that the
plans submitted outline measures to achieve an average 20% increase in both
energy savings and renewable energy (in terms of final energy consumption) by
2020.

An analysis of a sample of 122 monitoring reports (Covenant of Mayors: Moni-
toring indicators — Progress report of monitoring phase as of September 2015,
JRC, 2016) shows that those signatory cities are well on track to achieving their
commitments. Preliminary results show that the sample of cities has already
achieved a reduction of 23% in their greenhouse gas emissions, 14% in final en-
ergy consumption and reached a 14%-share of renewable energy sources in the
final energy consumption (as of 2012-2013).
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AN INTEGRATED, GLOBAL COVENANT

2015 was characterised by two main themes that will shape the Covenant of
Mayors for years to come: the merging of the Covenant of Mayors and Mayors
Adapt to form the new Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy and its subse-
qguent globalisation.

Throughout 2015 and even before, Climate Alliance and its members had pushed
for the upscaling of the Covenant of Mayors to a global level as well as for a more
integrated approach to climate change mitigation and adaptation. In June 2015,
member municipalities delivered eight messages to Climate Change Secretariat
Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres, including calls to take the Covenant
global and calls for a more integrated approach. These appeals were repeated in
Climate Alliance’s Five key recommendations for the Future of the Covenant of
Mayors. Both demands were to be answered later in 2015.

During a special ceremony held on 15 October in the EU Parliament, the merger
of the Covenant of Mayors and Mayors Adapt initiatives was made official.

The new integrated initiative, the goals and direction of which were defined with
cities through an intensive consultation process, is both more ambitious and
broad-ranging.

“WE ARE GOING TO TRANSFORM THE
COVENANT OF MAYORS IN A GLOBAL
ALLIANCE, OPEN TO ANYONE READY
TO JOIN FORCES”

MAROS SEFCOVIC

EU Commission Vice-President

Climate Alliance 45

2015 European Secretariat
Year in review



Signatory cities now pledge to actively support the implementation of the EU
40% greenhouse gas-reduction target by 2030 and agree to adopt an integrated
approach to climate change mitigation, climate change adaptation and the provi-
sion of sustainable and affordable access to energy for all.

During the Climate Summit in Paris just weeks later, EU Commission Vice-Pres-
ident SefCovi€ announced that the Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy
was to be taken global, with first concrete step being the launch of the Covenant
for Sub-Saharan Africa. More regional Covenant offices, for example in North and
Latin America, the Caribbean, Japan, India and China, will follow.

AN INTEGRATED, GLOBAL COVENANT

The Covenant of Mayors Office has also been working on ways to bring the initia-
tive closer to the various national frameworks. The strategy was implemented for
the first time in 2015 in several pilot countries. Climate Alliance is in charge of
enhancing capacities in Germany, Austria, Spain and the Nordic countries.

WANT TO LEARN MORE? info@eumayors.eu | eumayors.eu

COVENANT EAST

Since 2011, the Covenant of Mayors East Offices lo- WANT TO LEARN
cated in Lviv (Ukraine), Thilisi (Georgia) and Yerevan MORE?
(Armenia) had provided administrative and technical
assistance in the field of energy action planning to
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, soglasheniemerov.eu
Ukraine and Uzbekistan. As of 2015, 205 municipali-

ties from these countries had signed the Covenant

of Mayors, 78 of which had already submitted their

Sustainable Energy Action Plans (SEAPs). In Ukraine,

many of these SEAPs were made possible with the

help of Climate Alliance’s tool, the Carbon Calcula-

tor. Within Covenant East, Climate Alliance runs the

general and technical helpdesk and is also respon-

sible for the implementation of the Covenant East

methodology.

m.morcillo
@climatealliance.org
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TOOLS AND METHODS

The reduction of CO2 emissions by ten percent every five years, an emissions level
of 2.5 tonnes CO2 equivalent per capita... these tangible targets to which all Climate
Alliance member municipalities ascribe are a distinguishing feature of the network.
The need to monitor progress arises naturally from these targets. This is why we
view the continued development of CO2 monitoring methodologies and other relat-
ed tools as well as support for member municipalities in this arena as a top priority.

KLIMASCHUTZ-PLANER (cLiMATE PROTECTION PLANNER)

The Climate Protection Planner is Cli-
mate Alliance’s online tool that enables
German cities, towns and regions to
create energy and greenhouse gas
emissions inventories according to

a standardised methodology for use
across Germany. The tool comes with
comprehensive and up-to-date statis-
tics, factors and other key figures, thus
reducing data collection needs. Still, it
is flexible enough to allow for the input
of more precise local data should this
be available. The benchmarking module
within the tool employs both qualitative
as well as quantitative aspects of climate
action monitoring, helping municipali-
ties to see how their progress compares
to others.

Development of the Climate Protec-
tion Planner for German municipalities
began in 2012. In 2014, a one year ex-
tension on work to develop the Climate

Protection Planner was granted and
Climate Alliance was approved as the
official provider of the tool. 2015 saw
the continuation of a pilot phase begun
in 2014 in preparation for the tool’s ex-
pected official entry to market in 2016.

The Climate Protection Planner takes
the place of ECORegion within Germany,
becoming the tool of choice for com-
munal climate action monitoring. Users
transitioning from ECORegion will be
able to easily import all energy con-
sumption data into the Climate Protec-
tion Planner.

Project funding period for pilot phase
May 2012 — April 2016 (extended)

Via the German National Climate
Protection Initiative (BMUB)

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
info@klimaschutz-planer.de
klimaschutz-planer.de
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KLIMABILANZ

FOR CO2 INVENTORIES IN AUSTRIAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES

A new version of the KlimaBilanz,
Climate Alliance’s Climate Inventory
Tool for Austrian municipalities, went
into use by more than 200 municipali-
ties in 2015. The online tool provides
integrated CO2 and energy inventories,
taking into account all key sectors. By
drawing much of the municipal data
on energy consumption from statistical
institutions, the tool reduces the effort
needed for the data collection. It offers
a benchmarking feature that allows
municipalities to compare themselves

to others with similar parameters. Kli-
maBilanz also fulfills data requirements
for the Covenant of Mayors, allowing
for automated data transfer.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
thomas.kautnek@klimabuendnis.at
klimabilanz.at

CLIMATE ALLIANCE MONITORING TOOLS

KLIMASCHUTZ-PLANER for German municipalities
MUNICIPAL BENCHMARKING for municipalities in Germany
KLIMABILANZ for municipalities in Austria

CLIMATE CARBON CALCULATOR for municipalities in Ukraine

and Georgia
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ECOREGION

FOR CO2 INVENTORIES IN LUXEMBOURGIAN AND ITALIAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Climate Alliance supports the use of official reporting instrument for all of
the ECORegion software, which we Luxembourg’s over 130 municipalities,
developed with Ecospeed to calculate further assurance is provided by the
local CO2 emissions, in hundreds of Environmental Ministry.

municipalities, districts and regions
throughout Italy and Luxembourg.

As opposed to the ECORegion tool WANT TO LEARN MORE?
previously supported in Germany, paul.polfer@oeko.lu
data input in Luxemburg and Italy is m.zara@climatealliance.it

quality assured by Climate Alliance
National Coordinators. In Luxemburg,
where the tool will soon become the

WORKING GROUP ON
CO2 MONITORING

THE WORKING GROUP ON CO2 MONITORING EXCHANGES ON AND MAKES
DECISIONS ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MUNICI-
PAL CO2 MONITORING STANDARDS THROUGHOUT CLIMATE ALLIANCE AND
BEYOND. IT ALSO WEIGHS IN ON THE COVENANT OF MAYORS METHODOL-
OGY AS WELL AS OTHER EUROPEAN PROCESSES. IN 2015, THE WORKING
GROUP DECIDED THAT ALL FUTURE TOOLS SHOULD BOTH REMAIN IN
CLIMATE ALLIANCE HANDS AND PROMOTE IMPROVED DATA QUALITY —
AFTER ALL, ATOOL CAN ONLY BE AS GOOD AS ITS DATA BASIS. THESE KEY
INSIGHTS WERE A MOTIVATION TO DEVELOP FURTHER TOOLS FOR THE
MEMBERSHIP. CLIMATE ALLIANCE’S NEW MONITORING TOOL, THE CLIMATE
ACTION PLANNER, IS A CASE IN POINT.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
m.morcillo@climatealliance.org
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UNDER GERMAN NATIONAL
COORDINATION

Climate Alliance is a truly international network with
members in some 26 countries throughout Europe

and strong partnerships with indigenous organisations
throughout the Amazon River basin and beyond. In Eu-
rope, National Coordination Offices provide support for
and help set the agenda with Climate Alliance members
in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Luxembourg and
Hungary.

Our international network’s strong roots in the German
speaking world are reflected in the distribution of the
membership and in the German National Coordination’s
seat at the international headquarters of the Climate
Alliance Secretariat in Frankfurt, Germany.

With national goals of reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 40% by 2020 as compared to 1990 levels and
from 80 to 95% by 2050, Germany’s climate goals are
particularly ambitious and far outpace those of the EU.
Germany is thus fertile ground for climate action — the
German National Coordination Office leads the way with
a variety of activities.

In addition to the (co-)organisation of various events,
the most significant of which for 2015 were the Climate
Alliance Municipal Climate Action Conference in Bonn
and the 100% Renewable Energy Region Conference

in Kassel, this National Coordination’s activities are a
source of many Climate Alliance offerings that eventu-
ally take on an international reach. Some of these activi-
ties are outlined here.

o) Climate Alliance
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KLIMASCHUTZ-DIALOG

CLIMATE ACTION DIALOGUE

Local authorities are a central pillar

of the energy transition. The national
Climate Action Dialogue (Klimaschutz-
dialog) was established to optimise the
processes behind municipal climate
strategy as well as improve communi-
cation and mobilise local climate action
through comprehensive consultations.
The dialogue placed an emphasis on
mutual reflection and learning as well
as a systematic exchange between and
networking of key players. The initia-
tive, which came to a close in 2015,
addressed national institutions, local
policymakers and administrations,
those working to implement climate
change mitigating actions and even the
public so as to encourage engagement
in local climate action. Concrete sup-
port provided by the project included
the development of training courses,
workshop discussions and conferences.
In addition to local workshops, the

COACHING Il

Climate Alliance European Secretariat
was involved in the organisation and
design of the 2015 International Con-
ference on Climate Action in Hanover,
which focused on bridging the divide
between subnational governments and
decision making at the intergovern-
mental level. Within the framework of
the project, Climate Alliance was also
in charge of a scoping study dealing
with the role of culture in climate ac-
tion.

Project funding period for pilot phase
January 2013 — December 2015

Via the German National Climate
Protection Initiative (BMUB)

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
c.schury@climatealliance.org

THE RIGHT TRAINING FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION PLANNING

Coaching ll, a project running under
German national coordination, aims to
assist less experienced German munici-
palities in getting started with their
climate action planning. The project
sees the further development of mate-

rials created in its predecessor project
including a starter kit, arguments for
climate change mitigation measures
and a “tool pool”. The Climate Action
Guidelines, Municipal Benchmarking
tool, and the Climate Action Planner

Climate Alliance
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POLITICAL WORK ON THE
GERMAN LEVEL

The German National Coordination Office is very active on the political
scene — a tradition maintained in 2015. Its involvement in the climate
action committee of the State of Rhineland Palatinate, the “Action-
Alliance” for Climate Protection (Aktionsbindnis Klimaschutz) of the
German Federal Ministry for Environment, and the federal government’s
National Electromobility Platform (Nationale Plattform Elektromobilitat )
are cases in point. The German National Coordination Office is also an ac-
tive participant in federal government consultations on the development
of the national 2050 Climate Action Plan (Klimaschutzplan 2050). In each
of these multi-stakeholder processes, the German National Coordination
Office represents the ideals of Climate Alliance and the needs of

its members.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
d.schulze@climatealliance.org
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2050 ENERGY SUPPLY
WORKING GROUP

SINCE 2011, THE 2050 ENERGY SUPPLY WORKING GROUP HAS
BEEN EXCHANGING ON MUNICIPAL ASPECTS OF THE GERMAN
ENERGY TRANSITION, FOCUSING ON LONG-TERM STRATEGIES
FOR LOCAL HEAT AND ENERGY SUPPLIES. RECENT KEY THEMES
HAVE CENTRED ON RESTRUCTURING THE ENERGY MARKET AS
WELL AS DEFINING AND FUNDING ‘SMART CITIES! IN 2015, THE
WORKING GROUP DRAFTED AN INFORMATIONAL GUIDE ON
THE SMART CITY APPROACH AND BROUGHT OUT A POSITION
PAPER ON A RESTRUCTURING OF THE ENERGY MARKET, IN LINE
WITH THE GOALS OF THE ENERGY TRANSITION. THIS PAPER
WAS FED INTO POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS AROUND THE GREEN
BOOK ON ELECTRICITY MARKET DESIGN AND HELP FORM THE
BASIS FOR THE 2015 CLIMATE ALLIANCE RESOLUTION,

“A MARKET MODEL FOR THE ENERGY TRANSITION".

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
d.schulze@climatealliance.org
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will also build upon in this process.

In 2015, the development phase for
the Coach the Coach course, with
which some 60 municipal consultants
or ‘coaches’ across Germany will be
trained, was launched. Through these
coaches, Coaching Il will arm local
authorities to pursue and adminis-
ter more active climate policy while
providing qualified and standardised

support. The experience resulting from

this project can benefit Climate Alli-
ance members across Europe, helping

them to get started with their own
climate planning.

Project funding period for pilot phase
November 2014 — October 2017

Via the German National Climate Protec-
tion Initiative (BMUB)

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
c.kuhn@climatealliance.org

PRAXISLEITFADEN KOMMUNALER

KLIMASCHUTZ

CLIMATE ACTION GUIDELINES

The Climate Action in Municipalities
(Klimaschutz in Kommunen) guide-
lines, originally published in 1997 by
the German Institute of Urban Affairs
(Difu) in cooperation with the Institute
for Energy and Environment (ifeu) and
the Office of Municipal and Regional
Planning (Buro fir Kommunal- und
Regionalplanung), are being reworked,
updated and expanded for a second
time.

The first revision, published in May
2011, contained both structural and
content-based updates. The 2011
revision was a complete success and
experienced high demand by mu-
nicipalities across Germany and the
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German-speaking world. In 2015,

the latest revision of the guidelines
was launched with Climate Alliance’s
support to ensure that municipalities
continue to have a compact and up-
to-date resource for municipal climate
action. The guidebook lends itself
well to municipal decision makers and
administrative staff working to imple-
ment climate action in their localities.

Project funding period for pilot phase
April 2015 — March 2019

Via the German National Climate
Protection Initiative (BMUB)

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
k.jurisch@climatealliance.org


http://www.coaching-kommunaler-klimaschutz.de

WORMS ADAPTATION STRATEGY

A CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION STRATEGY FOR THE CITY OF WORMS

Climate Alliance is supporting the city basis of the results of both the analysis

of Worms (Germany) in the develop- and the participatory process, Climate
ment of their climate change adapta- Alliance will finally support Worms
tion strategy. In the process, Climate in the development of their climate

Alliance is evaluating municipal vulner-  change adaptation strategy.
abilities by sector, for example, as they

pertain to health, water distribution Project funding period for pilot phase
. . July 2015 - June 2016

systems and flooding, agriculture and Via the German National Climate

forestry, and urban development. Protection Initiative (BMUB)

Climate Alliance has also been charged

with shaping and carrying out a partici-  \wWANT TO LEARN MORE?
patory citizen dialog process. On the

“SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1990, CLIMATE
ALLIANCE HAS SUPPORTED LOCAL AU-
THORITIES IN UNDERTAKING CONCRETE
CLIMATE ACTION WHILE PROVIDING THEM
WITH THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
EXCHANGE. THIS OPENS UP COUNTLESS
NOVEL COURSES OF ACTION TO PROTECT
OUR CLIMATE AND ADAPT TO UNAVOID-
ABLE CHANGES — AN ABSOLUTE MUST
FOR FUTURE-ORIENTED URBAN
DEVELOPMENT.

HOLGER MATTHAUS
President of Climate Alliance

Senator for Buildings and Environment
City of Rostock (DE)
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LARGE-SCALE KITCHENS ON A

LOW FLAME

ENCOURAGING CLIMATE ACTION IN THE KITCHEN

With Large-Scale Kitchens on a Low
Flame, Climate Alliance is breaking
new ground and dedicating itself to
climate protection in mass catering.
Changing electricity suppliers, increas-
ing the use of fresh, regional and
seasonal produce and reducing the
amount of meat used in menus are but
a few of the ways in which canteens
and cafeterias can lessen their envi-
ronmental impacts. The project shares
concrete suggestions in areas such as
these with participating kitchens. Par-
ticipants receive ready-made campaign
materials to support communications
of their activities.

With the goal of helping 100 kitchens
in the Rhein-Main area surrounding
Frankfurt to reduce their CO2 emis-
sions, the lessons learned from this
regional project have the potential

56 Climate Alliance

2015 European Secretariat
Year in review

for far reaching effects. The project

is ideal both for local authorities with
their own canteens as well as for those
with good connections to canteens

in their areas that are interested in
reducing their environmental impacts.
The project has already begun to reap
fruits — since the official project activity
launch in September 2015, a tool for
CO2 savings potentials in large-scale
kitchens has gone online and is avail-
able to interested parties.

Project funding period for pilot phase
January 2015 — December 2016

Via the German National Climate
Protection Initiative (BMUB)

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
n.bluhme@climatealliance.org


http://grossekueche-kleineflamme.de

“WE ARE THE BEST DOCTORS ON
EARTH. WE'RE TAKING CARE OF
NATURAL AIR CONDITIONING.
HELP US TO SAVE OUR LIVES”

EDWIN VASQUEZ
General Coordinator of COICA and
Member of the Climate Alliance Board until 2006

on the plight of the indigenous and their role in climate action,
as stated on 2 July 2015 at the World Summit Climate and Territories in Lyon,
France

CLIMATEALLIANCE.ORG




Not yet a member?
Take the future of the
global climate into your
own hands and join now!

Take advantage of tools and ready-made campaigns
Find partners in Europe and beyond

Raise your profile regionally and internationally

Get your messages conveyed to key decision makers
Be inspired by the experiences of others

Find out more on climatealliance.org

European municipalities in partnership with indigenous rainforest peoples
The world’s largest city network taking local action on global climate change

European Secretariat

" iy
Headquaters Brussels Office ~
europe@climatealliance.org brussels@climatealliance.org
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