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FOREWORD

The UN Climate Conference in Belém, Brazil, Climate Alliance’s Annual Conference in my hometown of Cologne, and the Climate
Star Award in May were among my personal Climate Alliance highlights in 2025. All three moments once again demonstrated the
significance of local action and exchange between municipal actors.

As a network, we further strengthened our role 
over the past year by bringing members together 
and showcasing the potential of local action. We 
also voiced the needs of regions, cities, and towns 
as well as of our indigenous partners in the policy 
arena – whether at our activities during COP30, in 
political consultation processes, or in European 
and national advocacy groups.

What I would especially like to highlight is the 
strength and impact of our members. With the  
Climate Star Award ceremony in Austria, we cele-
brated 16 outstanding success stories on a Euro-
pean stage. Our very own climate library, the  
Clibrary, has been online since August. A data-
base presenting successful municipal initiatives 
from within and beyond our network, it shows 
what is possible in local climate action and  
connects the people behind the projects.

These positive developments, though, are being 
met by challenging climate policy realities.

Our members continue to face difficult circum-
stances – tight budgets and staff shortages – 
while the political focus and public debate drift 
further away from climate issues. This makes it 
even more important for us as a network to come 
together and jointly shape liveable, modern and 
forward-thinking regions, cities and towns.

As Climate Alliance Board President, I would like 
to express my gratitude, in the name of the entire 
executive board, to all of our members, stakehold-
ers and partners for their ambition and commit-
ment. My thanks also go to the Climate Alliance 
staff in Frankfurt, Berlin and Brussels as well as to 
the hardworking teams in all our European nation-
al coordination offices.

Let’s move into the new year feeling motivated, 
inspired and confident – and let’s double down on 
local climate action across our communities in 
2026!+1,5° ANDREAS WOLTER 

Climate Alliance Board President and 

City Councillor, City of Cologne (DE)
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31
THE ENERGY CARAVAN  

CARRIED OUT IN

MUNICIPALITIES

4.

1.2m
3,OOO

16

PEOPLE FROM OVER

MUNICIPALITIES TAKING PART 
IN CITY CYCLING 2025

EXEMPLARY INITIATIVES 
HONOURED AT THE 11TH 
CLIMATE STAR AWARDS

MORE THAN
5.

2.1.

24 2,009
NEW MEMBERS MEMBERS THROUGHOUT EUROPE

3.

4m
ALMOST

FOOTPRINTS COLLECTED DURING 
THE GREEN FOOTPRINTS  

CAMPAIGN
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7.

8.

POLICY POSITION PAPERS
ISSUED TO STRENGTHEN THE
VOICE OF THE LOCAL LEVEL

12

 30 73

160
ONGOING PROJECTS TO

ADVANCE MUNICIPAL
CLIMATE ACTION

EMPLOYEES AT CLIMATE
ALLIANCE EUROPE AND OVER

STAFF MEMBERS IN ALL NATIONAL 
COORDINATION OFFICES

IN DONATIONS SUPPORTING OUR INDIGENOUS
PARTNERS’ EFFORTS TO PRESERVE THEIR RAINFOREST TER-
RITORIES AND RUN SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS IN AMAZONIA

> €35,000

EUROPEAN MUNICIPALITIES AND
REGIONS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN

CLIMATE ALLIANCE PROJECT WORK

~ 6,000
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2025 IN A FLASH

FEB
JAN

JUN

MAR
APR
MAY

Climate Alliance’s ESG team starts the 
year with a new consulting offer –  
towards climate-neutral  
administrations!

Climate Alliance breaks its next
membership record and warmly
welcomes the island of Tenerife
as its 2000th member. 

Together with Swiss municipalities,
Climate Alliance Switzerland launches 
the “Charter for Sustainable Food in 
Swiss Cities and Towns”.

The international Climate Alliance 
CITY CYCLING campaign kicks-off 
on 1 May in Frankfurt am Main (DE).

A new European Environment
Agency report, drafted in part by
Climate Alliance, calls for social
justice in resilience efforts.

The Action Planner is launched, enabling 
German local authorities to standardise the 
assessment, prioritisation and management 
of climate protection measures.

Climate Alliance Hungary calls for more 
ambitious climate legislation with a new 
campaign that attracts the support of 
some 150 organisations. 

The EU Covenant of Mayors new
#CitiesREFRESH campaign focuses
on heat protection measures in our
cities and towns. 

Climate Alliance presents a vision
for a sustainable EU budget in a
strategy paper elaborated with
the Local Alliance.

Climate Alliance’s RENOVERTY
project publishes practical guidelines 
for energy-efficient renovations in
rural communities.

Climate Alliance honours 16 municipal 
initiatives by members from across 
Europe at the Climate Star Gala in
Lower Austria.

Climate Alliance calls for greater local
participation in the EU budget and political 
processes through a series of consultations 
and political appeals.

Climate Alliance Italy brings institutions, experts 
and European Climate Pact ambassadors together 
in Bari (IT) with its Citizens for Climate event to 
strengthen dialogue on the green transition.
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2025 IN A FLASH

DEC

JUL

NOV

AUG
SEP
OCT

Climate Alliance Portugal opens its 
doors for a total of seven Climate
Alliance national coordination
offices across Europe.

Climate Alliance Luxembourg celebrates 
its 30 year anniversary with the Klimadag 
– featuring workshops, lectures
and networking activities.

The Climate Alliance network meets in Cologne (DE) for CAIC25,  
calling for the structural and financial strengthening of municipal  
climate action with the Cologne Declaration and Climate Alliance  
Germany publishes a policy paper for the country’s 21st legislative period. 

Climate Alliance’s new Clibrary
offers a growing climate library
full of municipal climate action
success stories.

Climate Alliance teams up with Google 
in a joint workshop to present Google’s 
energy and climate data as well as
possible areas of application. 

A Climate Alliance delegation travels to 
COP30 in Belém to amplify the voices of 
municipalities in Europe and indigenous 
partners in Amazonia.

The year ends with a gift: Climate Alliance’s 
new website is launched – packed with 
information and offerings that are both that 
are easier to find and easier on the eye!

Climate Alliance Europe offers 
its second consultation hour, 
fielding questions from (new) 
members. 

The Climate Protection Planner’s new 
dashboard offers local authorities a 
clear and concise way to present their 
climate action data.

New versions of two popular Climate
Alliance exhibitions on climate justice
are issued in German – available free of
charge to interested members.

In Austria, local authority and school 
representatives discuss active mobility at 
the 1st Tyrolean Mobility Conference with 
the support of Climate Alliance Tyrol.

The Climate Alliance team at COP30 
presents the efforts of children taking 
part in the Green Footprints campaign 
to the UNFCCC Secretariat.

Climate Alliance Austria teams 
up with partners to organise 
the WeFair sustainability fair in 
Linz (AT).

The team behind Climate
Alliance Portugal supports
the COP30 Bike Ride.
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MEMBERS IN
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ESTABLISHING THE COUNTRY’S
FIRST ONE-STOP SHOP:
KRIŽEVCI, CROATIA

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Križevci establishes a municipal energy and climate office
as a one-stop shop for energy-efficient renovations

Everyone seems to be talking about one-stop shops (OSS) – a central 
point of contact on a particular topic that provides comprehen- 
sive, target group-focussed information from start to finish. The small 
Croatian town of Križevci is leading the way as a pioneer, being the 
first town in the country to set up such an office on the subject of 

renewable energies. The town has since developed the office further 
– turning into an OSS for energy-efficient renovation as well. 

The city administration received support in setting up the office
from KLIK. This local energy cooperative has also supported the 
Energy and Climate Office’s operation since it opened its doors in 
2021. The office initially focussed on the topic of renewable ener-
gies, serving as a showroom for green technologies and services 
while offering citizens comprehensive information on topics such as 
the installation of photovoltaic systems. It also constitutes a meeting 
place for citizens, providing a space for awareness raising and edu-
cating people about boosting their own resilience. The easily acces-
sible premises, located direct in the city centre, are provided by the 
city. 

Since the Energy and Climate Office’s opening in 2021, an annual
PV capacity of roughly 300 kWh has been installed, leading to a
yearly reduction of 20 tonnes of CO2. Half of the approximately 
€500,000 investment was covered by the city through subsidies,
with the other half contributed by the citizens themselves. In 2023, 

©
 S

TA
DT

  K
RI

ŽE
VC

I

12 / 32



MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Križevci expanded the office’s services to include support for fully 
funded roof insulation for citizens in need, with the office providing 
free application assistance. In 2024, the Energy and Climate Office 
evolved into a one-stop shop for energy-efficient renovations, com-
plete with a referral service that helps citizens apply for subsidies, 
select construction companies and plan projects. Yet the office’s 
sustainability remains a challenge: once EU funding expires, the long-
term viability of the one-stop shop will depend on partnerships with 
banks, the private sector and the region’s economic development.

“To remain citizen-focused and accelerate renovations, one-stop 
shops should be recognised as public services at the local, national 
and EU levels. Otherwise, they risk shifting focus away from at-risk 
citizens, undermining the principle of leaving no one behind.” 

– Martina Nemčić, Križevci One-Stop-Shop Manager

 
>>> Learn more in the Clibrary

© STADT KRIŽEVCI
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https://www.climate-library.org/project?p=465


BRINGING STAKEHOLDERS
TOGETHER ON CLIMATE
NEUTRALITY:
MUNICH, GERMANY

Munich brings together municipal stakeholders on
climate neutrality 

Accounting for emissions within a municipality‘s area of responsibil-
ity poses many challenges, especially for larger cities, but the Bavar-
ian capital of Munich is showing how all municipal stakeholders can 
work together in this effort with a dedicated strategy. With its Cor-
porate Carbon Footprint, Munich’s city administration monitors pro-

gress towards its goal of climate neutrality by 2030. The city coun-
cil’s climate neutrality resolution of 2019 marked the starting point 
for the project and formed a key building block for its subsequent 
success. What is special about Munich’s approach is the involve-
ment of all municipal enterprises and affiliated companies in which 
the city holds at least a 50% stake. The challenge here? The sheer 
size of the group, consisting of managing directors, climate protec-
tion managers and other contacts from all participating institutions, 
requires strategic exchange and good communication.

One key outcome has been the formation of a local network of muni-
cipal stakeholders. The city acts as a facilitator, organising informa-
tional events on the process and the timeline for both data delivery 
and reporting. The city holds regular network meetings on topics 
such as PV subsidies and corporate sustainability reporting.
The administration also makes use of the network to bring together 
specific stakeholders, enabling synergies across institutions and
departments.

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

© DANIEL SESSLER/UNSPLASH

“A key success factor for us is networking, as this is the only way 
we can involve all 200 or so people involved and motivate them to 
participate. It is also important that we, as the city administration, 
act as a central point of contact in the process and support and
advise those involved.”

– Astrid Keidel,  Department for Climate and
	 Environmental Protection of the City of Munich

When it comes to measures towards a climate-neutral adminis- 
tration, Munich is pulling out all the stops, focussing in particular 
on renovating its own properties, high energy standards for new 
buildings, switching to renewable energy sources and decarboni-
sing district heating. The administration is also focussing on raising 
awareness among its employees, on sustainable mobility options 
and on sustainable internal guidelines, for example, with regard to 
business trips. The balance sheet shows positive developments in 
terms of emissions despite Munich’s strong population growth and 
the associated increase in the total size of the administration’s
properties. 

>>> Learn more in the Clibrary
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PROMOTING CLIMATE-
FRIENDLY ADVERTISING:
THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS

The Hague bans advertising for emissions-intensive
products and services 

As part of its path to climate neutrality by 2030, The Hague became 
the first city in the world to ban advertising for carbon-intensive pro-
ducts and services such as air travel and cruises within its city limits. 
The ban extends to the advertising of emissions-intensive products 
and services in all publicly visible spaces, with the regulations

explicitly mentioning advertising for electricity contracts that are not 
renewables-based, petrol, flights and combustion engine vehicles.
In private contracts with advertising companies, the city goes even 
further by defining “emissions-intensive” more broadly. Enforcement 
begins with warnings for infringements and culminates in fines for 
repeated violations – potentially a source of revenue for the city.

The city council passed the legally binding ordinance in September 
2024, which then came into force in January 2025. Although it was 
challenged by stakeholders in the travel industry a few months after 
taking effect, the courts upheld the ban. In doing so, they set a prece-
dent for other cities and towns wishing to follow suit.

Good communication should support climate goals rather than con-
tradict them, and advertising in public spaces has a significant influ-
ence on consumer behaviour. With its legislation, The Hague is ac-
tively shaping the direction of this influence. 

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Advertisements for cruises, flights, petrol or diesel cars, and energy 
contracts for coal or gas-powered electricity have thus disappeared 
from the city‘s billboards, bus stops, and digital screens. This meas-
ure is already inspiring other cities around the world to take similar 
steps towards more climate-friendly communication by effectively 
limiting the visibility of carbon-intensive products and services at the 
local level.

“We are in a climate crisis. Allowing fossil fuel ads while at the 
same time trying to reduce CO₂ emissions is counterproductive.
Advertising normalises behaviour we need to discourage, like
frequent flying or reliance on fossil fuels. This ban is a step in
the right direction.”

– Robert Barker, Deputy Mayor for Public Space, Animal Welfare
	 and the Environment, City of The Hague 

 >>> Learn more in the Clibrary 

© STADT DEN HAAG
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EMPLOYING A SPRING
CAMPAIGN TO LOWER
EMISSIONS:
BREST MÉTROPOLE,
FRANCE

Brest Métropole unites citizens for climate action with
its Zero Carbon Spring campaign

Brest’s Printemps Zéro Carbone initiative invites citizens to get in-
volved and unite in taking concrete steps to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and their energy use. Organised together with the local 
energy agency Ener’gence, the campaign combines interactive chal-
lenges with informational workshops that shed light on key issues 
of the energy transition.

The aim is to make climate action fun, tangible and hands-on. 
Citizens are encouraged to compete in teams, taking on challenges 
across themes such as climate, energy, housing, mobility, food and 
resources. Participants are notified of the challenges every 14 days 
via newsletter (as well as via WhatsApp or Signal). Examples include 
going for a bike ride, sharing vegetarian recipes or calculating one’s 
individual carbon footprint. Participants collect points for each
challenge, with the top teams rewarded.

Alongside the challenges, the city offers a diverse programme of 
workshops and excursions to make the energy transition tangible for 
everyone. Highlights include a solar café, discussions on the energy 
mix, visits to an urban farm, bike repair sessions and activities on 
organic waste management.

In 2024, the campaign’s first edition brought together more than 100 
participants across 14 teams, who successfully completed 11 zero-
carbon challenges. Over 150 people also took part in the wide range 
of workshops. The 2025 edition attracted over 120 participants to 
the challenges and 170 to the workshops – a success that has
inspired Brest Metropole to continue with the campaign.

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

“With Ener‘gence, Brest Métropole came up with this operation in 
2024 to bring residents together around actions that raise aware-
ness of the challenges of climate change.”

– Glen Dissaux, Glen Dissaux, Vice-President of Brest Métropole
	 in charge of the climate plan und Climate Alliance Board Member

>>> Learn more in the Clibrary

© BREST METROPLE
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DESIGNING PEOPLE-
CENTRED PUBLIC SPACES:
AMSTETTEN, AUSTRIA

Amstetten designs a main square for the people

With its urban renewal project, Amstetten has set out to adapt to the 
impacts of the climate crisis while enhancing quality of life, involving 
citizens as much as possible. One of the central measures was the 
barrier-free and climate-resilient redesign of the previously heavily 
sealed main square, reusing existing materials wherever possible. 
To further promote urban green spaces, improve the local climate, 

and adapt to the climate crisis, Amstetten was transformed into Aus-
tria’s largest sponge city. Special attention was given to engaging the 
youth, for example through school activities such as lectures, guided 
tours and a film project.

Through a wide range of opportunities for participation including 
a live social media show and digital surveys, over 10,000 residents 
contributed their ideas and opinions on urban renewal. Barrier-free 
city safaris were also offered, giving the 500 participating citizens a 
new perspective on their city. The intended temperature reduction for 
the main square could already be measured during the construction 
phase.

As part of Amstetten’s transformation into a sponge city with a water 
retention capacity of some 370,000 litres, 1,250 m² of sealed surfac-
es were removed and a square with 100 trees was created. An addi-
tional 70 trees and a fountain in the city centre enhance the cooling 
effect, as does the use of light-coloured asphalt, which also reduces 
noise. Numerous bicycle parking spaces, some with green roofing, 
and e-charging stations were installed. Since 2025, seven electric 
buses powered by electricity from the local waterworks have been in 
operation.

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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Members in the spotlight

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

“There is no greater honour than working with the people to
make their hometown ready for the future. What we build today
will benefit the next generation. That is why involving young
people in this process is so important.”

– Markus Brandstetter, Deputy Mayor of Amstetten

 >>> Learn more in the Clibrary

© STADT AMSTETTEN
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CLIMATE 
STORIES WITH 

IMPACT
© DAVID FUNES/UNSPLASH
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Local authorities are in a bind – the practical
climate solutions are there, but the financial and 
human resources to implement them are lacking. 
Local climate action is still a voluntary task for 
most local administrations across Europe, typi-
cally taking a backseat to other tasks in the face 
of financial and personnel bottlenecks. Yet there 
are ways to finance climate change mitigation 
and adaptation in our cities and towns – whether 
through subsidies, public-private partnerships or 
alternative solutions such as crowdfunding. Such 
approaches aside, one thing is clear: the right 
reforms and accompanying funding must also be 
agreed at the national and European levels – and 
designed with the involvement of local admini-
strations – if local climate action is to bring trans-
formative change.

FOCUS AREA I

FINANCING
MUNICIPAL
CLIMATE
ACTION

All eyes on Brussels: The EU Budget 2028–2034 

The European Commission’s proposal for the EU’s 
multiannual financial framework for 2028 to 2034 
was undoubtedly a gravitational point in EU policy 
last year. Presented in July, the proposal outlines 
EU plans to streamline financing and eliminate a 
wide variety of programmes in the name of sim-
plification and competitiveness. However, the 
Commission’s approach of introducing so-called 
National and Regional Partnership Plans risks un-
dermining cohesion policy and placing too much 
budgetary decision making in the hands of na-
tional ministries. The danger: a budget that pro-
motes a Europe of nation states while marginal-
ising local and regional authorities, especially in 
countries where municipal participation in the 
design of national policy is already more limited.

“Attempts at simplification in the current propo-
sal also risk alienating Europe’s smaller towns 
and villages, which make up the vast majority of 
all municipalities in the EU and which are thus 
critical to both EU competitiveness and climate 
objectives.”

 – 	György Laki, Mayor of Kajárpéc (HU) and
	 Climate Alliance Board Member 

Strengthening local and regional voices

Climate Alliance did not leave this development 
unanswered. Throughout the year, our network 
has used various means to raise awareness of  
local financing needs in the policy arena and  
given members the opportunity to make their  
voices heard.

Together with the Local Alliance – a coalition of 
the eight leading networks of local and regional 
authorities across Europe, of which the Climate 
Alliance is a member – we sounded the alarm 
and called on the European Commission to in-
clude more safeguards and financial earmarking 
in support of local and regional authorities. This 
work resulted in a concrete 10-point plan, which 
we issued in November. This plan sets out spe-
cific recommendations to ensure that the EU 
budget works for regions, cities and towns, in-
cluding multilevel governance mechanisms, 
mandatory regional and territorial chapters in the 
National and Regional Partnership Plans, and 
measures to ensure access to EU funds for the
local and regional levels.

>>> Read the full 10-point plan

CLIMATE STORIES WITH IMPACT
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The financing of municipal climate action was 
also the focus of the Climate Alliance Interna-
tional Conference. In addition to specific ses-
sions and workshops on the topic, the central 
conference paper concentrated on improving the 
financial and structural framework conditions for 
regions, cities and towns. With the Cologne Dec-
laration, adopted at the Climate Alliance General 
Assembly, the network called on national and in-
ternational governments to provide municipalities 
with the necessary resources on a permanent and 
reliable basis to ensure local climate action that 
is effective, structured and made a priority. In
this sense, long-term funding is key.  

>>> Read the Cologne Declaration 

Throughout 2026, negotiations on the next EU 
budget will be in full swing. The European Par-
liament had already voiced deep criticism of the 
proposal and, after some compromises, the Com-
mission and Council continue to finalise and se-
cure legitimacy for the final agreement. Climate 
Alliance will continue to use this window of op-
portunity to strengthen the position of local and 
regional governments as well as to fight for
better funding of municipal climate action.

© DANIEL DEIEV/UNSPLASH
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In recent years, climate action has taken a back 
seat, with society’s focus on economic recovery 
and international armament taking centre stage. 
Against this backdrop, the task of communicating 
municipal climate action measures locally seems 
almost impossible. How can local governments 
nevertheless raise awareness and motivate their 
citizens to engage with sustainability issues?

Solutions and progress instead of crisis
and apocalypse

How to: Communicating climate action and sus-
tainability successfully can be challenging, but 
with a few tips and tricks, it is not impossible. We 
need to meet people where they are and tailor our 
approach to specific target groups. We need to talk 
about solutions and focus less on problems. We 

FOCUS AREA II

COMMUNICATING
MUNICIPAL
CLIMATE
ACTION

need to highlight the personal benefits of climate 
action measures instead of insisting on the moral 
obligation to act. We need to move away from ide-
ological language and towards simple, accessible 
and practical arguments. We need to make it clear 
that climate action is not an obstacle, but a driving 
force for liveable, modern and progressive cities 
and towns!

Offering practical tools to help cities
and towns address their citizens

Looking to convince your citizens of the added 
value of acting sustainably? Want to find a way to 
effectively communicate what you have to offer? 
Eager to show that fun and climate action can go 
hand in hand? Our campaigns for local govern-
ments can help you make it happen!  

The CITY CYCLING campaign has been a success 
story for over 15 years. More than 3,000 munici-
palities took part in the cycling campaign in 2025, 
with a total of over 1.2 million people participating.
Together, they covered 238 million kilometres by 
bicycle, avoiding around 38,900 tonnes of CO2 
compared to travel by car. The campaign manages 
to combine sustainable mobility with light-hearted 
fun, bringing people together in name of friendly 
competition while providing helpful data insights 

for the optimisation of local cycling infrastructure – 
a win-win for everyone involved. 

>>> Learn more

For over two decades, the Green Footprint cam-
paign has offered a low-threshold way for local 
authorities to work with their educational institu-
tions in raising awareness among children and 
parents on sustainable lifestyles. Last year, around 
250,000 children from across Europe collected al-
most 4 million “green footprints” for their sustaina-
ble behaviours in everyday life. A special highlight 
each year is the handover of the campaign results 
to the UNFCCC Secretariat at the UN Climate 
Change Conference – a unique opportunity to give 
participating children an understanding of the glo-
bal climate process and amplify their voices. 

>>> Learn more

DThe Energy Caravan is an innovative outreach 
tool enabling local governments to bring their ser-
vices directly into the living rooms of their citizens. 
The energy consultation campaign turns traditional 
energy advice on its head, bringing experienced 
experts directly into citizens‘ homes. Local author-
ities can also use this mechanism to communi-
cate any special offers or funding programmes to 

CLIMATE STORIES WITH IMPACT
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citizens. More than 30 municipalities are already 
planning their Energy Caravans for 2026. 

“The Energy Caravan is one of the most important 
parts of our climate protection concept, as private 
households account for the highest share of  
energy consumption. The measure directly  
addresses citizens and thus has a broad impact.”

– Benedikt Koenen, Head of the Planning, Construction, 	
	 Environment and Economic Development
	 Department of the Municipality of Uedem (DE)

>>> Learn more

© JOCHEN  VAN WYLICK/UNSPLASH
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Local climate action can only be truly sustainable 
and successful if it reaches everyone – the young 
and the old, residents of the Global North and of 
the Global South, high-income and low-income 
households, as well as people of all colours and 
genders. At Climate Alliance, we understand this 
approach under the heading of climate justice, a 
concept we have been championing in a variety of 
ways for over 30 years.

The Climate Social Fund: A just transition requires 
funding 

The European Union’s Social Climate Fund (SCF) is 
set to be worth 86 billion euros. Its aim: to provide 
targeted support to low-income households during 
the green transition. Ensuring that this support is 
as effective and tailored as possible necessitates 
the involvement of the local level in terms of both 

FOCUS AREA III

FOSTERING
MUNICIPAL
CLIMATE
ACTION

planning and implementation. The reality, however, 
paints a different picture. As early as 2024,  
Climate Alliance, together with its partner net-
works from the Local Alliance, revealed that the 
involvement of regions, cities and towns in most 
Member State consultation processes has left 
much to be desired. Last year, these findings were 
confirmed once again through a second member 
survey. Consulting municipalities is not just a ‘nice 
to have’ – it is a legal obligation under the SCF 
Regulation. Cooperation with local and regional 
authorities must be facilitated in order to effec-
tively combat energy and transport poverty at the 
local level and to enable locally adapted measures 
tailored to the needs of vulnerable groups, includ-
ing women, the elderly and single parents. Last 
year, the Local Alliance summarised its findings in 
a dedicated briefing.    

>>> Local Alliance Briefing

How climate justice can look in practice

Climate Alliance is not only promoting climate jus-
tice in European policy. It is also making the issue 
more tangible through its project work.

As part of the Gender Mainstreaming project, the 
Climate Alliance team supported 15 German mu-

nicipalities in designing gender-sensitive climate 
protection measures last year. These included 
courses for women on building services in  
Hanover, the expansion of energy consulting  
services in Erlangen and the establishment of a 
one-stop shop for energy matters in Frankfurt.

>>> Learn more

As the lead organisation behind the EU Energy 
Poverty Advisory Hub, Climate Alliance has been 
working on how cities and towns can combat 
energy poverty for years now. This has resulted in 
a wide range of services including practical man-
uals, technical support and training courses for 
the municipal level.  

>>> Learn more

In addition to these specific examples stands our 
work with indigenous partners in Amazonia. The 
partnership is a central pillar of our network and 
takes many forms – from our funds for Amazonia, 
enabling tangible project support on the ground; 
to partnerships between indigenous commu-
nities and European municipalities, promoting 
exchange between both worlds; through to edu-
cational work with the help of our exhibitions on 
climate justice, raising awareness among the

CLIMATE STORIES WITH IMPACT
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https://www.climatealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Local-Alliance-policy-brief-Social-Climate-Fund_062025.pdf
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/gender-mainstreaming-in-municipal-climate-protection-geko/
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu


citizens of Europe. Last year was marked in par-
ticular by the UN Climate Change Conference in 
Belém, Brazil – the first COP held in Amazonia and 
an ideal chance for indigenous peoples to bring 
their demands and needs into focus. We took ad-
vantage of this opportunity to support our mem-
bers and partners with conference accreditations 
and to highlight the importance of indigenous peo-
ples for rainforest preservation as well as for glob-
al climate action through our events onsite.

>>> Learn more

 

© UNSPLASH
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https://www.climatealliance.org/news-events/cop30-un-climate-summit-2025/


CLIMATE ALLIANCE AT A GLANCE 

CLIMATE ALLIANCE AT A GLANCE  

CLIMATE 
ALLIANCE 

PRICINPLES

 FAIR
Fostering the well-being 
of all the world's people in 
harmony with nature.

For over 35 years, Climate Alliance member municipalities have been acting in partnership with indigenous rainforest peoples for the benefit of
the global climate. With over 2,000 members spread across more than 25 European countries, Climate Alliance is the largest European city network
dedicated to fair and comprehensive climate action.

 LOCAL
Think globally, act locally. 
Promoting the regional 
sourcing of goods and 
energy.

 NATURE-BASED 
Championing closed-loop 
systems. Climate action 
cannot be based on  
extraction and depletion.

 RESOURCE-SAVING 
Doing more with less and
using less to begin with.

 DIVERSE
Recognising strength in  
diversity. There are no  
one-size-fits-all solutions.

PRINCIPLED CLIMATE ACTION

29 / 32



Learn more >>>

CLIMATE ALLIANCE AT A GLANCE 

We take on the topics that matter most to the municipal level.

CLIMATE ISSUES THAT COUNT

ADAPTATION: 
We champion just resilience as 
a key to liveable regions, cities 
and towns – both today and 
into the future! 

CLIMATE JUSTICE:  
We stand for climate justice 
and have done so, alongside 
our indigenous partners in Ama-
zonia, for more than 35 years!

MOBILITY: 
By bike, on foot or powered 
with green electricity – Climate 
Alliance supports the mobility 
transition on the ground!

BUILDINGS: 
Energy-conscious construction 
and renovation are essential for 
an improved quality of life and 
energy independence. Climate 
Alliance points the way forward!

ENERGY POVERTY: 
Protecting vulnerable house-
holds must be at the top of 
the climate policy agenda. We 
show what local governments 
can do to make it happen!

 
HEAT PLANNING: 
Whether mandatory or not 
– municipalities must tackle 
their heat supply. Through our 
project work and with our infor-
mational offers, we can help!

CLIMATE PARTNERSHIPS: 
As a network, we stand for 
strong partnerships – learning 
from one another, exchanging 
experiences and developing 
solutions together!

A CLIMATE MANDATE: 
Climate action is a core munici-
pal responsibility — we call for 
the right frameworks, funding, 
and expertise to enable regions, 
cities and towns to deliver!

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT: 
It takes a village! Involving 
citizens, offering low-threshold 
solutions and making climate 
action tangible – Climate  
Alliance leads the way!

CLIMATE NEUTRAL CITIES: 
How can the EU-wide goal of 
climate neutrality be achieved? 
We provide guidance for 
climate-neutral regions and 
municipalities in line with our 
principles.
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Drive climate action
with our campaigns
and tools!

Take advantage
of real financial
benefits!

Advance your
municipality with
our working groups!

Discover a network
brimming with
creative ideas!

Let us showcase 
your climate action 
success stories!

Help shape strong
climate policy and
get your voice heard!

Amplify the impact 
of your local climate 
action!

Benefit from funding
opportunities and strong
project partners!

Help protect the rainforest 
and take a stand on global 
climate justice!

Stay up-to-date on
municipal climate action
news and events!

ARGUMENTS FOR THE 
CLIMATE (ALLIANCE)

Whether small town, major metropolis or entire 
region – joining our network has benefits!

CLIMATE ALLIANCE AT A GLANCE 
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•	 We stand for progress and solutions, not backsliding and crises!
•	 We support regions and municipalities in taking the lead  

and unlocking their potential!
•	 We help make affordable, practical and accessible  

climate action possible!

NOT A
MEMBER
 YET? 
Then wait no longer and join today!

Discover more at climatealliance.org 

Follow Climate Alliance on social media!

Climate Alliance Europe 

Headquarters
Frankfurt am Main, Germany
europe@climatealliance.org 
+49 69 717 139 -0

Brussels Office
Brussels, Belgium
brussels@climatealliance.org
+32 2 40010 -62 
 
Berlin Office
Berlin, Germany
berlin@klimabuendnis.org 
+49 30 240 882 781

https://www.climatealliance.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6SREKA1vsE32gYIzVQmoBQ
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFcO0XOIwWuFQAAAYbgw2ggbxO-wmEMkDof-C0UEW1DN5iJcyKTysda1aVTXqvWweyKJ072r-RBDoZ4zYYqnkejhdoUkCqdflJt8uQ3GFjWw8u_9H2lFOVAWpEm3eQhNv9R6v4=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fde.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fclimate-alliance-klima-b-ndnis-alianza-del-clima-e-v-
https://www.flickr.com/people/131631882@N05/
https://bsky.app/profile/climatealliance.org
mailto:europe%40climatealliance.org?subject=
mailto:brussels%40climatealliance.org%20?subject=
mailto:berlin%40klimabuendnis.org%20%20?subject=

